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5th Thule Expedition was initiated and 
organized by Knud Rasmussen and took place 
1921-1924 in Canada and Alaska with a small 
trip to the eastern most tip of Russia. As we 
expect many people during the years to 
come may look for records from 5th Thule 
Expedition, Danish Arctic Institute has taken 
the initiative to compile a registrant with 
information from and links to archives 
containing documents, photos, maps and 
ethnographic items from the expedition.  

The registrant at the pages below is a copy of 
the original registrant, which is available at 
Danish Arctic Institute’s web site: 
www.arktiskinstitute.dk. For several reasons, 
the registrant is not complete. Therefore, we 
encourage everybody to give us feedback 
(arktisk@arktisk.dk) and information about 
other collections in Denmark and Greenland 
as well as abroad, which may contain records of any kind relevant to 5th Thule Expedition. The website-based 
registrant will be continuously updated in accordance with the information that the institute may receive.  

 

Bent Nielsen, director, Danish Arctic Institute, February 2019 

 

Main characters in 5th Thule Expedition.  
Rear row from left: Ethnographer Kaj Birket Smith, archeologist Therkel 

Mathiassen, secretary Helge Bangsted. Front row from left: Captain Peder M. 
Pedersen, expedition leader Knud Rasmussen, carthographer Peter Freuchen and 
assistant Jakob Olsen. Photo: Therkel Mathiassen, 1921/Danish Arctic Institute. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General comments on the registrant:  

Due to the fact, that every single institution has its own way of registration, there is an introduction prior to 
the respective institutions.  

Names of people related to the records are mentioned in the registrant, except Knud Rasmussen assuming he 
is involved in almost all contexts.   

Abbreviations: KR = Knud Rasmussen; 5TE = 5th Thule Expedition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HM The Queen’s Reference 
Library 
Christian VIII’s Palæ 
Amalienborg, DK-1257 Copenhagen K 

Librarian: Nanna Claudius Bergø 
+45 3318 6098 / nb@kosa.dk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kongernessamling.dk/en/hm-the-queens-reference-library/ 

 

The library is the Royal Family’s private library and a part of The Royal Danish Collection. It is housed in 
Christian VIII’s Palace at Amalienborg, where documents can be seen by appointment. The library contains a 
small collection of documents, pictures and maps regarding 5th Thule Expedition. The material belonged to 
King Christian X, who was protector for the expedition. 

 

 

 



HM The Queen’s Reference Library  (King Christian X was protector for 5th Thule Expedition) 

CODE YEAR TITEL / DESCRIPTION LANGUAGE PERSON COMMENT 
C10-A2a-1-1 1920’es Documents and pictures to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-2 1924 Letter to the King Danish J.P. Koch From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-3 1924 Expedition report to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe From KR 
C10-A2a-1-4 1924 Letter about the members of 5TE Danish M. Ib Nyeboe From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-5 1924 Letter to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe About KR 
C10-A2a-1-6 1924 Letter and telegram to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe From KR; Summary of expedition reports 
C10-A2a-1-7 1923 PF’s report Danish Peter Freuchen  
C10-A2a-1-8 1923 TM’s report Danish Therkel Matthiasen  
C10-A2a-1-9 1923 KBS’ report Danish Kaj Birket-Smith  
C10-A2a-1-10 1923 Summary of preliminary report Danish M. Ib Nyeboe  
C10-A2a-1-11 1921-24 Preliminary statement about “our Eskimo 

neighbours” 
Danish  Written by KR 

C10-A2a-1-12 1922 Letter to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe  
C10-A2a-1-13 1922 Preliminary report Danish   
C10-A2a-1-14 1922 Letter to the King Danish M. Ib Nyeboe  
C10-A2a-1-15 1922 Letter, map and preliminary report Danish   
C10-A2a-1-16 1905 Letter, MAP and report Danish  NB! Moved to Map Archive 
C10-A2a-1-17 1921-24 Map of Greenland and north of Canada  Danish  Hand drawn 
C10-A2a-1-18 1921 Booklet with a sketch of 5TE Danish   
C10-A2a-1-19 1921 To telegrams to the King Danish C.H. Ostenfeldt From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-20 1921 Typed telegram Danish C.H. Ostenfeldt From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-21 1921 Typed telegram Danish C.H. Ostenfeldt From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-22 1921 Letter to the King and report from KR Danish M. Ib Nyeboe From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-23 1921 Document about Godthaab (Nuuk) Danish M. Ib Nyeboe  
C10-A2a-1-24 1923 Report about people around the Magnetic 

North Pole 
Danish   

C10-A2a-1-25 1923 Letter to the King with photos and report Danish J.P. Koch  
C10-A2a-1-26 1923 Summary of expedition reports  Danish J.P. Koch From the Committee for the Trade Station, Thule 
C10-A2a-1-27 1923 Paper with illustrations from Pelly Bay Danish  Danish texts to the photos 
C10-A2a-1-28 1923 Envelope with photos from Pelly Bay Danish  NB! Moved to the Photo Archive 

 

 



 

THE KNUD RASMUSSEN ARCHIVE 
Industrimuseet, Torvet 1, 3300 Frederiksvaerk 
www.knudrasmus.dk / +45 4772 0605 

The Knud Rasmussen Archive is located in 
Frederiksvaerk about 70 kilometers north of 
Copenhagen. The archive is closely linked to the 
Knud Rasmussen House in Hundested 
(www.knudrasmus.dk), where Knud Rasmussen 
lived the last years of his life.  

The primary focus for the archive is Knud 
Rasmussen’s activities connected to the trade station in Thule in the period 1910-1933. The registrant, 
“INDSIGT. Nr. 8. Knud Rasmussens Papirer” covers most of the archive. However, records submitted in recent 
years are not present in the registrant – ask the archive. 
 

INDSIGT Håndskriftafdelingens Arkivregistraturer. Nr. 8 Knud Rasmussens papirer. Det kongelige Bibliotek, 
København 1996. ISSN 0907 1989 / ISBN 87-7023-648-8. The registrant is available at: 
http://img.kb.dk/ha/reg/rasmussen_papirer.pdf 

 

 
 



CODE YEAR TITEL / DESCRIPTION LANGUAGE PERSON COMMENT 

THE KNUD RASMUSSEN ARCHIVE 

KRA 11-1-77 1920-27 Corresp. between MIN and Nakskov Shipyard Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib Purchase of M/S Soekongen 
KRA 63-4-3 1913-37 Corresp. between MIN and PF Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Freuchen, Peter 
 

KRA 65-4-5 1923-36 Corresp. between MIN and PF Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Freuchen, Peter 

 

KRA 67-4-7 1913-23 Corresp. between MIN and PF Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Freuchen, Peter 

 

KRA 268-12-10 1926 Letter from captain Joseph F. Bernard to KR English Bernard, Joseph F. J. Bernard was the owner of and captain at 
“Teddy Bear”, which KR used to cross the Bering 
Strait in 1924 

KRA 360-14-10 1920-24 Corresp. between MIN and GH  Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Hansen, Godfred 

 

KRA 483-18-21 1920 Corresp. between KR and TM Danish Mathiassen, Therkel  
KRA 497-18-35 1920 Corresp. between KR and MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib Planning of 5TE 
KRA 499-18-37 1920 2 letters from KR to people in USA English   
KRA 513-19-1 1921-24 Notes for financial accounting for 5TE    
KRA 530-19-18 1921 Contract about film recording in Canada  Porsild, Morten P. 

Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
 

KRA 533-19-21 1921 Report from KR about the beginning of 5TE  Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 534-19-22 1921 Letters from MIN to foreign connections  Nyeboe, Marius Ib Introduction to 5TE 
KRA 537-19-25 1921 Corresp. with Danish authorities   About movie pictures and deliveries to 5TE 
KRA 540-19-28 1921 Corresp. between MIN and Meteorological Inst. Danish  Lend of instruments to 5TE 
KRA 559-20-8 1921 Financial accounting for 5TE    
KRA 561-20-10 1921 Introduction of KR to Hudson Bay Company(?) English   
KRA 577-21-14 1922 Request to Rask-Ørsted Fonden Danish  Economical support 
KRA 578-21-15 1922 PF’s report about travel form Repulse Bay  Freuchen, Peter  
KRA 580-21-17 1922 Letter from KR to KJ Danish Jørgensen, Knud Written at Danish Island 
KRA 582-21-19 1922 Letter from MIN to JPK Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Koch, Johan Peter 
About a newspaper article concerning 5TE 

KRA 595-21-32 1922 Contract with Gyldendal Publishing Danish   
KRA 598-21-35 1922 Letter from MIN to DFDS about equipment Danish  DFDS = De Forenede Dampskibs Selskaber  
KRA 604-21-41 1922 Corresp. between MIN and KR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 605-21-42 1922 Corresp. between MIN and DR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Rasmussen, Dagmar 
 

KRA 606-21-43 1922 Letter from KR to wife and children Danish Rasmussen, Dagmar Written at Danish Island 



KRA 608-21-45 1922 Letters and reports from 5TE Danish   
KRA 627-2219 1923 Corresp. betw. MIN and Royal Danish Court Danish   
KRA 628-22-20 1923 Contract and correspondence between LH and 

MIN 
Danish Hansen, Leo 

Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Leo Hansen was photographer movie operator at 
the second part of the 5TE. 

KRA 633-22-25 1923 Contract and letters concerning OJ’s 
participation in 5TE 

Danish Olsen, Jakob  

KRA 634-22-26 1923 Corresp. between MIN and HO Danish Olsen, Jakob 
Ostermann, Hother 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

About translation of the 5TE report into 
Greenlandic for JO’s wife 

KRA 635-22-27 1923 Corresp. between MIN and TT Danish Thomsen, Thomas 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

About artefacts from 5TE 

KRA 641-22-33 1923 Corresp. about insurance    
KRA 643-22-35 1923 Inventory from Hudson Bay Company English  About deliveries to 5TE 
KRA 645-22-37 1923 Corresp. between KR, DR and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Rasmussen, Dagmar 
 

KRA 646-22-38 1923 Financial accounting Danish Olsen, Jakob 
Birket-Smith, Kaj 

Travel expenses and salary for JO 

KRA 647-22-39 1923 Corresp. with Danish Consulates    
KRA 648-22-40 1921 Memorandum: “Danish Legation”    5TE and Canadian authorities 
KRA 654-22-46 1923 M/S Soekongen Danish   
KRA 660-23-6 1923-24 Inventory regarding deliveries to the expedition English  From Hudson Bay Company 
KRA 661-23-7 1924 Notes and letters related to Hudson Bay Comp. English Bangsted, Helge  
KRA 667-23-13 1924 Financial accounting Danish   
KRA 670-23-16 1924 Corresp. between MIN and Greenlandic 

correspondents 
Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Olsen, Jakob 
 

KRA 676 1924 Corresp. between MIN and KR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 678-23-24 1924 Corresp. between MIN and Danish Greenlandic 

administration 
Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Olsen, Jakob 
 

KRA 680-23-26 1924 Corresp. between MIN and Danish consulates    
KRA 686-23-32 1924 KR’s arrival in Copenhagen after 5TE    
KRA 688-23-34 1924 Insurance for participants in 5TE    
KRA 689-23-35 1924 Various correspondence English   
KRA 690-23-36 1924 MIN’s corresp. with movie makers  Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 693-23-39  Corresp. between MIN and Danish correspond.s  Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib About 5TE and 2. Thule-Expedition 
KRA 696-23-42 1924 Corresp. between MIN and Danish Museums  Nyeboe, Marius Ib About ethnographic items from 5TE 
KRA 698-23-44 1924 Corresp. between MIN and Institutions Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib Det Grønlandske Selskab, Carlsbergfondet 
KRA 707-24-6 1925 Meeting summary Danish   
KRA 716-24-15 1925 Various corresp. to foreign relations English   
KRA 722-21-24 1925 Corresp. with various consulates and embassies Engl./Danish   



KRA 726-24-25 1925 Corresp. between MIN and filmmakers/publ.s Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 728-24-27 1925 Corresp. betw. MIN and Danish Greenland Adm. Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 732-24-31 1925 Corresp. between MIN, KR, PF and JPK Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Koch, Johan Peter 
Freuchen, Peter 

About publishing after 5TE 

KRA 733-24-32 1925 Corresp. between MIN and KR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 736-24-35 1925 Corresp. between MIN and KR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 749-25-7 1925 Corresp. between KR and HN Danish Nielsen, Hans About relations to Canadian authorities 
KRA 758-25-16 1925 Various expenses Danish   
KRA 761-25-19 1925 Letter from MIN til Den Sønderjyske Fond Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib Lecture about 5TE  
KRA 767-25-25 1925 Letters from KR to expedition participants Danish  About negotiations with the Canadian govern. 

about conditions for Inuit 
KRA 768-25-26 1925 Corresp. between MIN and KR Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib About film and conservation of muskoxes 
KRA 770-25-28 1924-25 Negotiations with Canadian authorities English  Letters, reports etc. 
KRA 771-25-29 1925 HB: Report about Canadian Eskimos Danish Bangsted, Helge  
KRA 772-25-30 1925 Corresp. Between KR and Canadian authorities English  About conditions for the Inuit population 
KRA 774-25-32 1924-25 Reports etc from Royal Canadian Mounted Police English  About 5TE 
KRA 781-26-6 1926-30 Financial accounting    
KRA 789-26-14 1926 Corresp. Between KR and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib About 5TE / economy 
KRA 791-26-16 1926 Corresp. Between KR and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib About scientific results from 5TE 
KRA 797-26-22 1926 Corresp. between KR and Ministry of Education Danish Olsen, Jakob Concerning JO’s book about 5TE 
KRA 806-26-31 1926 Corresp. between MIN and insurance companies Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Freuchen, Peter 
Concerning compensation to PF 

KRA 815-26-40 1926 Corresp. between KR and KBS Danish Birket-Smith, Kaj  
KRA 816-26-40 1926 KR letters to TM Danish Mathiassen, Therkel  
KRA 819-27-3  KR lecture about 5TE    
KRA 1015-36-27 1935-44 Notes on 5TE and KR    
KRA 1030 1977-78 Corresp. between NR og Smithsonian Institution English Rasmussen, Niels Niels Rasmussen was son in law to KR. Corresp. 

about copying of material from SI to NR 
KRA 1039-37-7 1924-25 List of participants and map Danish   
KRA 1052-37-20 1921 Expedition equipment    
KRA 1066-37-34 Aft. 1924 Draft international Arctic-Paleolitic examination English  About Inuit cultural history 
KRA 1067-37-35 1930 Draft Archeological expedition to Alaska English Mathiassen, Therkel Letters and a statement from T. Mathiassen 
KRA 1070-38-1 1922 Reports from 5TE Engl./Danish  Prepared at Danish Island, Canada 
KRA 1071-38-2 1921-22 Reports from 5TE Engl./Danish  Prepared at Danish Island, Canada 
KRA 1072-38-3 1922-23 Reports from 5TE  Bangsted, Helge Overview of letters 
KRA 1073-38-4 1923 Reports from 5TE  Olsen, Jakob Overview of letters 
KRA 1074-38-5 1923 Reports from 5TE   Overview of letters 
KRA 1077-38-8 1924 Telegram from KR in Nome to MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib About stay in Chukotka 



KRA 1078-38-9 1924 Preliminary report from 5TE Danish  Written in Nome 
KRA 1081-38-8 1924 Telegrams between KR in Nome and MIN English Nyeboe, Marius Ib About economy, movie pictures, and travelling 
KRA 1081-38-12 1924 Telegrams between KR in Nome and MIN English Nyeboe, Marius Ib About crossing Bering Strait and about film 
KRA 1083-38-14 1921 Telegrams from KR to MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib About problems entry permission to Canada 
KRA 1084-38-15 1923-24 HB’s report from 5TE  Bangsted, Helge Includes letters 
KRA 1085-38-16 1921-24 HB’s report from 5TE   Bangsted, Helge Includes: dairies, letters and HB’s exped. contract 
KRA 1086-38-17 1922-23 TH’s reports from 5TE  Mathiassen, Therkel  
KRA 1087-38-18 1923 KBS’s reports from 5TE incl. own travels Danish Olsen, Jakob 

Birket-Smith, Kaj 
 

KRA 1088-38-19 1923 PF’s report from 5TE  Freuchen, Peter  
KRA 1089-38-20 1923-24 PF’s report from 5TE  Freuchen, Peter Includes letters and overview of post 
KRA 1090-38-21 1921-24 PF’s report from 5TE  Freuchen, Peter Includes letters 
KRA 1091-38-22 1924 Letter to the head of 5TE  Freuchen, Peter About return travel 
KRA 1093-38-24 1923-24 Corresp. between PF and Hudson Bay Company English Freuchen, Peter About expedition equipment 
KRA 1094-38-25 1924 Letter from PF to HB  Freuchen, Peter 

Bangsted, Helge 
 

KRA 1095-39-1 1924 KR’s ethnographic notes    
KRA 1100-39-6 1925 Summary from meeting with exp. participants   About scientific results 
KRA 1101-39-7 1925 Letter from KR to KBS  Birket-Smith, Kaj About lectures on 5TE 
KRA 1102-39-8  Expedition magasin: ”Blaesebaelgen”    
KRA 1103-39-9 1924 Letters concerning film recordings    
KRA 1104-39-10 1921-25 Contracts concerning movie recordings at 5TE Danish  Economy and project description for 5TE 
KRA 1105-39-11 1921-23 Expedition diary Danish   
KRA 1106-39-12 1923 Weather report    
KRA 1107-39-13  Collections of maps from 5TE    
KRA 1108-39-14 1922 Corresp. with Royal Canadian Mounted Police    
KRA 1109-39-15 1925 KR letter to MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib About Hudson Bay Comp. and Canadian Governm. 
KRA 1110-39-16 1922-25 Corresp. with Danish consul in Montreal   About relation to Canadian authorities 
KRA 1111-39-17 1915-26 Corresp. between MIN and Canada Geological S. English Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 1112-39-18 1922-23 Corresp. between FJ (Ottawa) and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 1113-39-19 1922-23 Corresp. between MIN and Dept. of Naval Serv. English Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 1114-39-20 1923 Corresp. between MIN and Dept. og the Interior English Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 1115-39-21 1921-23 Correspond. between TM and Hudson Bay Com. English Mathiassen, Therkel About illegal trading and hunting 
KRA 1116-39-22 1915-21 Letters to, from and about KR English  Royal Geographical Society's archive, London 
KRA 1117-39-23 1921-23 Corresp. between Canadian authorities English  About: "Exploration and Occupation of The 

Northern Arctic Islands" 
KRA 1118-39-24 1921-23 Letters from Royal Canadian Mounted Police  English  From McGill University's archive 
KRA 1119-40-1 1944 Statement of goals and means for 5TE Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  
KRA 1120-40-1 1944 statement of 5TE’s assumptions and participants Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib  



KRA 1125-40-4  Reports from 5TE  Mathiassen, Therkel  
KRA 1126-40-4 1926 Greenlandic members of 5TE Danish   
KRA 1128-40-6 1977-80 Memorial boards about 5TE Engl./Danish Rasmussen, Niels Letters, invitations etc. collected by NR 
KRA 1129-40-7 1924 66 photos (portraits) and drawings  Nyeboe, Marius Ib Sent from KR, Nome, to MIN 
KRA 1131-40-8 ? Speaker text to movie manuscript about 5TE Danish   
KRA 1132-40-8 1921-22 Letters from KR to DB and KJ Danish Jørgensen, Knud 

Bruun, Daniel 
Written at Danish Island 

KRA 1133-40-9 1922 Letters from KR to MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib Reports, manuscripts and maps 
KRA 1135-40-93 1922-25 Corresp. concerning trading in Canada   Hudson Bay Company 
KRA 1136-40-93 1922-23 Corresp. concerning mailing in Canada   Hudson Bay Company 
KRA 1138-40-130 1920-27 Corresp. between MIN and Min. of Education Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 54 letters 
KRA 1139-40-145 1920-27 Corresp. between TM and MIN Danish Mathiassen, Therkel 

Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
22 letters 

KRA 1140-40-145 1922-23 Corresp. between AM and MIN Danish Olsen, Jakob 
Mathiassen, Therkel 
Mathiassen, Asta 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Asta Mathiassen was married to Therkel 
Matthiassen 

KRA 1141-40-145 1920-27 Corresp. between TM and MIN  Mathiassen, Therkel 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

22 letters about publications (Igdlulik, artefacts 
and economy) 

KRA 1142-40-145 1920-27 Corresp. between TM and MIN  Mathiassen, Therkel 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

25 letters about publications (artefacts and 
economy) 

KRA 1143-40-145 1921 Contract for TM – participation in 5TE  Mathiassen, Therkel 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

 

KRA 1144-40-151 1915-21 Corresp. betw. MIN and Min. of Foreign Affairs  Nyeboe, Marius Ib 69 letters 
KRA 1146-40-173 1921-27 Corresp. between KBS and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

Birket-Smith, Kaj 
Birket-Smith, Minna 
Freuchen, Peter 

Minna Birket-Smith was married to Kaj Birket-
Smith 

KRA 1147-40-173 1921 Contract for KBS concerning participation in 5TE Danish Birket-Smith, Kaj 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

 

KRA 1148-40-178 1923 Corresp. between HN and MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Hans Naumann 
Helge Bangsted 

 

KRA 1149-40-178 1920-28 Corresp. between HB and MIN Danish Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Helge Bangsted 

 

KRA 1150-40-184 1921-24 Corresp. between AF and MIN  Nyeboe, Marius Ib 
Alexander Foss 

 

KRA 1151-40-231 1921-25 Letters about trading and authorities in Canada English   
KRA 1154-40-311 1922-25 Corresp. between MIN and Royal M. Can. Police English Nyeboe, Marius Ib Canadian reports about 5TE 



KRA 1155-40-311 1924 Overview of 6 travels carried out under 5TE    
KRA 1183-42-73 1922-24 Business correspondence / 17 letters Danish   
KRA 1187-42-104 1924-26 Corresp. between MIN (+ KR) and Smythe 

Whaling & Trading Co. 
English   

KRA 1203-43-8 1941-45 Overview of reports from 5TE    
KRA 1209-44-8 1942 Manuscript: “The Mackenzie Eskimoes. After 

Knud Rasmussen’s Posthumous Notes”  
English Ostermann, Hother  

KRA 1211-44-9 1945 Manuscript: “Report on the Expedition” English Mathiassen, Therkel  
KRA 1217-46-4  8 photos from 5TE   Names written at back front 
KRA 1221-46-7  Post cards from New York and Canada    
KRA 1227-46-13 1922-28 3 photos  Olsen, Jakob Found in 1978 when JO’s house was sold 
KRA 1236-47-1 1944 Manuscript: ”Alaska-Eskimoerne efter Knud 

Rasmussens efterladte optegnelser” 
Danish Ostermann, Hother  

KRA 1238-47-3 1930 KR-manuscript: Ethnographic Draft 
Utkuhikjalingmiut 

Danish   

KRA 1239-47-4 1934 Notes to the publication Danish  Concerns: ”From Greenland to the Pacific Ocean” 
KRA 1313-50-1  KR publication   About Iglulik-Inuit’s spiritual culture 
KRA 1314-50-3  Myths from the Mackenzie-Eskimoes Engl./Danish   
KRA 1405-51-33  Inuit myths from Smith Sound Inuit lang.   
KRA 1411-51-39  Myths from the Mackenzie-Eskimoes Engl./Danish   
KRA 1427-52-1 1923 MIN: Reports to foreign geographical societies Engl./Danish   
KRA 1493-55-8 1926 Manus for lecture about 5TE English  Geographical Society, New York 
KRA 1495-55-9  KR: Lecture about Inuit origin and 5TE    
KRA 1498-55-12  KR: Lecture about 5TE English  Geographical Society, London 
KRA 1529-57-12 1925 KR-lecture: “Present Alaska and Futural 

Greenland” 
Danish   

KRA 1545-58-7 1922 Letter from KR to his children Danish  14 pages – text and drawings 
KRA 1546-58-8 1922-23 Inventories and purchases for 5TE   Related to Hudson Bay Co. 
KRA 1553-58-15 1917-33 6 letters from KR to wife and daughter Danish   
KRA 1559-58-21 1923 Letter from KBS til DR about 5TE Danish Birket-Smith, Kaj 

Rasmussen, Dagmar 
 

      
      

 

 

 

 



ROYAL DANISH LIBRARY 

 

Det Kongelige Bibliotek / Søren Kierkegaards Plads 1, 1221 Copenhagen K / +45 3344 4747 / www.kb.dk  

Royal Danish Library is a merger of four libraries, and the main library is located in the middle of Copenhagen. 
The library has as small but important collection of records with relation to 5th Thule Expedition – that is first 
of all Knud Rasmussen’s personal expedition diaries. There are two different entrances to Royal Danish 
Library’s 5TE collections: 

1. http://www.kb.dk/editions/any/2009/jul/editions/da/  Search box: 5. Thuleekspedition  119 hits 

2. “INDSIGT. Nr. 8. Knud Rasmussens Papirer”: http://img.kb.dk/ha/reg/rasmussen_papirer.pdf 

 



ROYAL DANISH LIBRARY  

SIGNATURE YEAR TITEL / DESCRIPTION LANGUAGE PERSON COMMENT 
1. http://www.kb.dk/editions/any/2009/jul/editions/da/  Search box: 5. Thuleekspedition  119 hits 

KB: 2 + 21 – 30 1922-24 KR: 5TE; diary 01-10 Danish  11 handwritten diaries  
KB: 81 – 101 ?-1924-? KR: Ethnographic notes 01-21 Danish  21 handwritten booklets with ethnographic notes 

– primarily from 5TE 
KB: 1 + 20 + 31 – 
80 + 102 – 119   

1921-24 Photo collection   The photos are primarily from 5TE 

2. “INDSIGT. Nr. 8. Knud Rasmussens Papirer”: http://img.kb.dk/ha/reg/rasmussen_papirer.pdf 
NBD 2. rk. 1920-30 18 letters from KR to trade manager HN in Thule Danish Nielsen, Hans  
NBD 2. rk. 1924 Letter from KR to trapper NMS Danish Sørensen, Niels M.  
NBD 2. rk. 1923 Letter form KR to Ragnar Danish Ragnar  
Utilg.531,I.B.2. 1911-31 36 letters from Peter Freuchen to KR Danish Freuchen, Peter  
Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 4. 

1924 Financial Accounting from 5TE Danish   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.8. 

1921-24 KR manuscript in Danish about 5TE / Vol. VII, 1 
(Igdulik-eskimoes) 

Danish   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.8. 

1921-24 KR manuscript in Danish about 5TE / Vol. VII, 2-3 
(Caribou-eskimoes) 

Danish   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.8. 

1921-24 KR manuscript in Danish about 5TE / Vol. VIII, 1 
(Netsilik-eskimoes) 

Danish   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.8. 

1921-24 KR manuscript in Danish about 5TE / Vol. IX 
(Copper-eskimoes) 

Danish   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.11 .j. 1. 

 KR manuscripts from 5TE (Canada) ?   

Knud Rasmussens 
arkiv 5.11 .j. 2. 

 KR manuscripts from 5TE (Canada) ?   

      
      



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK 

 

Nationalmuseet / Ny Vestergade 10, 1471 Copenhagen K / www.natmus.dk / +45 3313 4411 

The National Museum is located in the middle of Copenhagen and has a gigantic collection of artefacts and 
ethnographic items from 5th Thule Expedition. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible to get direct access to the majority of the collection from the web site.  

Senior researcher and curator Martin Appelt (+45 4120 6222 / martin.appelt@natmus.dk) is contact person 
regarding 5th Thule Expedition. 

Find hundreds of skin costumes from North America and Russia at: 
www.natmus.dk  English  Digital collections  Skin Costumes  In English  Search the collection 



DANISH ARCTIC INSTITUTE 
Arktisk Institut / Strandgade 102, 1401 
Copenhagen K / +45 3231 5050 / 
www.arktiskinstitut.dk / arktisk@arktisk.dk  

Danish Arctic Institute’s address is in the 
middle of Copenhagen in buildings, which 
through centuries belonged to Royal 
Greenlandic Trade Company. 

The institute’s archives are first and foremost 
concentrated on Danish Arctic expeditions. The 
most famous part is the photo collection with 
more than 200.000 historical photos from 
Greenland and other parts of the Arctic. 

For access to the records go to: 

www.arktiskinstitut.dk  English – and choose between: Document Archive, Photo Collections, Art & 
Graphics and Map Archive. Unfortunately, all registrants are in Danish language, only. 

For explicit search on photos from 5th Thule Expedition go to www.arktiskebilleder.dk and remove check 
marks from ‘Arktisk kunst og genstande’, ‘Arktisk lyd’ and ’Arktiske kort’ – only keep check mark in ’Arktiske 
fotografier’.  Search: ’5. thule ekspedition’  1.177 hits. Click at a photo to enlarge. And click again to enlarge 
even more. You can also use other search words: Place names, people’s names, activities etc.! 

 

 



DANISH ARCTIC INSTITUTE 
CODE YEAR TITEL / DESCRIPTION LANGUAGE PERSON COMMENT 

A 008, 1-5  Manuscript about 5TE’ program and travels Danish   
A 008, 12 1909 Early sketch for an expedition Danish   
A 008, 2-24 1924 Copy of report from RMCP, Herschel Island, 

about KR and 5TE 
Danish   

A 075, 1-1  Corresp. with KR, written off and commented by 
LH.  

Danish Hansen, Leo Note about LH’s participation in 5TE as a 
photographer 

A 075, 1-2  Copy of correspondence from 5TE Danish   
A 078, 1-1 1921-24 Reports from KR and PF to exped. committee Danish Freuchen, Peter  
A 078, 1-2  Maps from Central Canada drawn by Inuit   Printed in "Report of the 5th Thule Expedition". 
A 078, 1-3  Map sketches primarily from Central Canada.    
A 078, 1-4  5 sketches of costumes    
A 078, 1-5 1921-23 Journal over place, date and time  Freuchen, Peter  
A 078, 1-6 1923-24 Journal over place, date and time  Freuchen, Peter  
A 078, 1-7 1921-23 Meteorological observations    
A 078, 1-8  Final position calculations  Mathiassen, Therkel  
A 078, 1-9 1921-23 Observations and calculations    
A 078, 1-10 1924 Observations and calculations  Mathiassen, Therkel  
A 078, 2-11 1921-23 Observations, calculations, supply list  Mathiassen, Therkel  
A 078, 2-12 1922-24 Observations and calculations  Mathiassen, Therkel  
A 078, 2-13 1979 Documents about revealing of a monument in 

Ottawa, Canada.  
English  Celebration of 100th anniversary of KR’s birth. 

A 078, 2-11 1991 Article about return of artefacts to Canada. English   
A 243, 1-1  Biographical information on JPJO Danish Olsen, Jakob P.J.  
A 243, 1-2 1921-24 Inuit myths and diaries from 5TE.  Inuit lang, Olsen, Jakob P.J. The notes are written off and printed 
A 243, 1-3  Notes Inuit lang. Olsen, Jakob P.J.  
A 243, 1-4 1921-23 Diary Inuit lang. Olsen, Jakob P.J.  
A 243, 2-5 1921-23 Diaries and a few letters from PF and TM Danish/Inuit Mathiassen, Therkel 

Freuchen, Peter 
 

A 243, 2-6 1921-23 5 notebooks with Inuit myths and stories Inuit lang. Olsen, Jakob P.J.  
A 243, 2-7 1921-23 4 notebooks about Inuit life and superstition Inuit lang. Olsen, Jakob P.J.  
A 243, 2-8 1921-23 Common Prayer Book in Inuit, 2 notebooks, 

songs and psalms from Patdlimiut. 
Inuit lang. Olsen, Jakob P.J.  

A 251, 1-27 1921 Contract for PF’s participation in 5TE Danish Freuchen, Peter  
A 251, 1-28 1923 3 letters from the Committee for Thule Trading 

Station to PF 
Danish Freuchen, Peter  



A 251, 1-30 1924 Report from PF to the Committee for 5TE   Freuchen, Peter About unsuccessful attempt to reach Greenland 
by dog sledge 

A 251, 1-31 1923 Copy of letter to captain Cleveland from KR English Freuchen, Peter  
A 251, 1-32 1925 Manuscript to lecture about 5TE  Freuchen, Peter  
A 251, 1-33  Correspond. between PF and MD Danish Freuchen, Peter 

Degerbøl, Magnus 
Manuscript about animals 

A 251, 1-34  Letters to PF from Hudson Bay Company English Freuchen, Peter  
A 251, 1-35 1928 Correspond. with TM about records from 

Baffinland (1928). 
Danish Mathiassen, Therkel 

Freuchen, Peter 
 

A 251, 1-50 1928 Letter to barrister RS Danish Freuchen, Peter 
Sand, Rudolf 

 

A 251, 3-157  1981 Description and index of ethnographic, botanic 
and zoological observations at 5TE 

Danish Freuchen, Peter Compiled by Flemming Christensen 

A 255, 2-41 1922 PF’s cairn report from Smallesund at Melville 
Peninsula 

Danish/Inuit Freuchen, Peter  

A 294, 1-7 1920-22 3 Note books Danish Bangsted, Helge Meteorological and ethnographic notes 
A 294, 1-8 1921-24 Notebook. Drafts and poetry Danish Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 1-9 1922-23 4 notebooks. Notes on 5TE/Canada. Danish Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 1-10 1921-24 Notes from 5TE about birds and mammals  Bangsted, Helge Padlimiut and Aivilit 
A 294, 3-25 1921-24 Notes and letters  Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 3-26 1926 Map of Northwest Territories, Canada  Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 3-27 1921-24 7 diaries  Danish Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 3-28-2 1921-24 Various notes  Bangsted, Helge  
A 294, 3-28-3 1921-24 Various notes  Bangsted, Helge  
A 308, 2-23-3 1921-24 Letters, notes and manuscript concerning 

reproduction and sexuality etc. 
 Bertelsen, Alfred  

A 340, 1-2 1922-33 36 letters primarily from KR in relation to 5TE. Danish Mathiassen, Therkel  
A 340, 1-3  8 letters from PF in relation to 5TE 

 
Danish Mathiassen, Therkel 

Freuchen, Peter 
 

A 340, 1-4 1922-44 19 letters from MIN to TM 
 

Danish Mathiassen, Therkel 
Nyeboe, Marius Ib 

 

A 340, 1-5 1922-26 3 letters from HB to TM Danish Mathiassen, Therkel 
Bangsted, Helge 

 

A 340, 1-7 1923 Letter from JPO to TM  Mathiassen, Therkel 
Olsen, Jakob J.P. 

 

A 411, 4-5-4 2006 
1924 

Overview of KR’s journey from Alaska to 
Chukotka. List of photos from The Royal Library 

Danish Nielsen, Bent  

A 411, 4-5-5 2006 
1924 

Copies of documents and correspondence from 
the Knud Rasmussen Archive.  

Danish/ 
English 

Nielsen, Bent All papers are related to KR’s crossing of the 
Bering Strait in 1924 



A 411, 4-5-6 2006 Copies of letters from KR to LH. Copy of “On the 
Bering Sea Frontier”, by JFB 

English Nielsen, Bent 
Hansen, Leo 
Bernard, Joseph F. 

 

A 411, 4-5-7 2006 
1924 

Copy of KR’s diary from 5TE: VII, East Cape 
Journey. Written off by BN 

Danish Nielsen, Bent KR’s diaries are at Royal Library (KB: 2 + 21 – 30) 

A 446, 7-14-1 1921-36 Correspond. Concerning 5TE  Freuchen, Peter  
A 446, 7-14-2 1924-60 5TE and Thule Trading Station  Freuchen, Peter  
A 446, 7-14-3  Booklet with notes and measurements Danish Freuchen, Peter  
A 446, 8-14-6  Newspaper clippings about Polar expeditions, 

results and participants 
 Freuchen, Peter  

A 446, 8-14-9  "Forslag til Ekspeditioner fra den arktiske 
Station: Thule (ved Peter Freuchen)." 

Danish Freuchen, Peter Suggestions to Arctic expeditions 

A 446, 8-14-10 1924-25 HB’s list of mammals at Barren Grounds and at 
the coast nearby Cape Fullerton.  

 Freuchen, Peter 
Bangsted, Helge 

Map over Baker-Lake 

A 446, 24-29-17  5 manuscripts  
 

Danish Freuchen, Peter 1. "Juleaften i det tørlagte Norden” (from 5TE). 2. 
"Anaqaq". 3. "Eskimoisk Tjener. Søvn" 4. 
"Kærlighed og Ægteskab" 5. "Skolegang" 

A 446, 43-33-40  "5. Thule Ekspeditions pattedyr" (manuskript).  Freuchen, Peter Manuscript: 5TE Mammals 
A 446, 52-38-3  En mappe med feltnoter fra 5. Thule Ekspedition 

(Zoologi, Peter Freuchen). 
Danish Freuchen, Peter Fieldnotes about zoologi 

A 466, 1-1-1  Provisional report on 5TE  Wamberg, Erik  
A 466, 1-1-1  Newspaper articles about 5TE  Wamberg, Erik  
A 490, 1-3-1 1922 Letters from KR to his children: Hanne, Inge og 

Niels Christian (Manne) 
Danish   

A 490, 1-3-2 1923 Letters from KR to his wife, DR Danish Rasmussen, Dagmar  
A 490, 1-3-5 1923 Letter from KBS to DR Danish Birket-Smith, Kaj 

Rasmussen, Dagmar 
 

A 490, 1-33 1923 Letter from Queen Alexandrine to DR  Rasmussen, Dagmar 
Queen Alexandrine 

 

A 490, 1-35 1921 Letter from ON to KR  Nordenskjöld, Otto  
A 490, 1-50 1922 Letters from KR to his children: Hanne, Inge og 

Niels Christian (Manne) 
Danish   

A 490, 1-51 1924 Letters from KR to his children: Hanne, Inge og 
Niels Christian (Manne) 

Danish   

A 490, 2-57  4 small publications of/about KR    
A 508 1921 Letter and envelope from PF to Axel Petersen Danish Peter Freuchen, 

Axel Petersen 
 

A 564, 1-1  Draft for report about M/S Bele’s shipwreck Danish Nikolaj Nielsen Handwritten draft 



G0005-009 
K0172-001 

1922 Hand drawn map of the section from Repulse 
Bay (Naujaat) to Wager Inlet.  

  Drawn by an Inuit, Pilakapsak, who was among 
the first Inuit 5TE met in Canada 

G0005-010  Drawing made by an Inuit: Man, with harpoon 
and 2 reindeer in front of a sledge 

 Bangsted, Helge  

G0005-011  Drawing made by an Inuit: A man – and a text: 
'Auvane. Patdlermiut' (?). 

 Bangsted, Helge  

G0005-012  Sketches at paper: Four Inuit men in hunting 
situations 

 Birket-Smith, Kaj  

G0111-016 1921-24 Broken green bottle found in ”Blæsebælgen” at 
Danish Island in Hudson Bay 

   

G0111-017 1921-24 2 ammunition shells and 2 teeth from walrus 
found in ”Blæsebælgen” at Danish Island in 
Hudson Bay. 

   

G0111-18 1921-24 Transparent glass jar with screw cap found in 
”Blæsebælgen” at Danish Island in Hudson Bay. 

   

G0152-006 1921 B/W photo in wooden frame: PF and his 
daughter, Pipaluk.  

 Freuchen, Peter 
Freuchen, Pipaluk 

Photo taken immediately before PF’s departure 
by ship to 5TE 

G0217-008  Small brown box with index card  Freuchen, Peter The box belonged to PF 
G0217-034  Small brown cardboard box for slides  Freuchen, Peter The box belonged to PF 
G0303-001  Lithography with portrait of KR – from photo 

taken by Therkel Mathiassen (Photo ID P00022) 
 Mathiassen, Therkel  

G0224-001  commemorative medal: 'Knud Rasmussen 1879-
1933' 

   

K0009-002 1908 Map of Seward Peninsula English   
K0009-003 1923 Map of Alaska English   
K0009-004 1924 Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4. Alaska English   
K0009-005 1904 Map of Alaska English  Used by Knud Rasmussen at 5TE 
K0009-006 ? Norwegian map King William Land and 

surroundings with many personal notes 
Norwegian   

K0009-007 1903 Map of Arctic America showing territories 
occupied by Inuit now and in earlier times 

English  Several personal markings and comments 

K0009-008 ? Map of Canada with all 5TE travel routes  English   
K0009-009 1901-02 Central Northern Canada English  Hand drawn travel routes from 5TE and personal 

comments  
K0048-001 1922 Hand drawn map: Repulse Bay to Usugarsuk  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by Ivaluarsuk and TM 
K0048-002 1921-24 Hand drawn map: North of Repulse Bay  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by TM 
K0048-003 1923 Hand drawn map: Repulse Igloolik and Pond Inlet  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by TM 
K0048-004 1921-24 Printet map: Hudson Bay and Melville Pen. Dansk  Details about place names 
K0048-005 1922 Hand drawn sketch of Fury and Hecla Strait  Freuchen, Peter Drawn by PF 



K0048-006 1923 Hand drawn map: Repulse Igloolik and Pond Inlet  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by TM. Details about place names 
K0048-007  Light sketch of unknown area    
K0048-008 1922 Hand drawn map: East coast of Melville Pen.  Mathiassen, Therkel 

Freuchen, Peter 
 

K0048-009 1921 Hand drawn map: Repulse Bay and Lion Inlet    
K0048-010 1922 Hand drawn map: Admirality Inlet  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by TM 
K0048-011 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Pond Inlet and Admirality Inlet    
K0048-012 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Repulse Bay  Mathiassen, Therkel  
K0048-013 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Cockburn Island   Copy of map from J.-E. Bernier’s map from 1910 
K0048-014 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Unknown area   Probably drawn by Qaviaq 
K0048-015  Hand drawn map: Iglulik    
K0048-016 1922 Hand drawn map: Admirality Inlet    
K0048-017 1922 Hand drawn map: Repulse Bay  Mathiassen, Therkel Drawn by TM 
K0048-018  Hand drawn map: Vansittart Island   Drawn by Qaviaq 
K0048-019 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Pond Bay and Vansittart Isl.   Drawn by Ivaluarsuk 
K0048-020 1921-24 Hand drawn map: Unknown coast    
K0048-021 1921-24 45 small hand drawn maps and sketches    
      
      
 
PHOTOS 
 

 
1921-24 

Go to www.arktiskebilleder.dk and remove check marks from ‘Arktisk kunst og genstande’, ‘Arktisk lyd’ and ’Arktiske kort’ – only keep 
check mark in ’Arktiske fotografier’.   
Search: ’5. thule ekspedition’  1.177 hits. Click at a photo to enlarge. And click again to enlarge even more. 
You can also use other search words: Place names, people’s names, activities etc. 

 



UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS / Elmer E. Rasmuson Library 

 

Elmer E. Rasmuson Library / 1732 Tanana Loop, Fairbanks, AK 99775, USA / library.uaf.edu / 907-474-7481 

Elmer E. Rasmuson Library is located on the University of Alaska Fairbanks campus and houses the Alaska and 
Polar Regions Collections and Archives special collection. 

Go to: library.uaf.edu and use the search box: joseph-Fidele Bernard / 1890-1945   

1. Joseph-Fidele Bernard photograph collection [graphic], 1901-1923: 0425-13 PCA (in library use only) 
2. Joseph F. Bernard Papers, 1900-1970: UAF Rasmuson / Library ARCHIVES BOX 1 OF 6 

Knud Rasmussen crossed the Bering Strait in 1924 onboard J.-F. Bernard’s schooner, “Teddy Bear”. 
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